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Greetings from Cheltenham NSW 

EDITORIAL  
Our cover picture this time, looking a little like Lansdown 

Road on a very quiet day,  is a view from the other side of 

the world. Nonetheless it  has a definite link to Chelten-

ham here, or at least to a real Cheltonianðsee page 9 for 

the full story! The smaller inset picture (no, itôs not really a 

placard mounted on a pole)  has even less to do with 

Gloucestershire. It is a design from a souvenir plate: the 

bird is a masked lovebird, native to Australia, and the 

Cheltenham it commemorates may or may not be the same 

as in the main picture. If it is not from the Sydney area, it 

could be from Melbourne or Adelaide. It must say some-

thing for the enduring charm of this town that people who 

left it remembered it fondly enough to give its name to 

new settlements so far away. 

Meanwhile, back in the original Cheltenham, weôre very 

pleased to report that this Society and its members  have 

also won accolades in recent months. See the back cover ... 

Kath Boothman  
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EVENING LECTURE  
PROGRAMME 2010 -11 
Meetings will be held in the Council Chamber, Municipal 

Offices, at 7.30 pm on the third Tuesday of each month from 

September to March, with a later Tuesday for the AGM in 

April.  Visitors are most welcome to attend at a charge of 

£1.00 per person per meeting. 
 

Tuesday 21st September 2010:  

Dr Anthea Jones ï Past into Present: Some Historic    

Influences on the Development of Cheltenham 

The influences to be explored in this illustrated talk are very 

much to do with the structure of the extensive area called 

óCheltenhamô. The word itself covers a variety of geographi-

cal areas, none of which precisely overlaps. They all have 

surprisingly ancient roots in the early medieval period: town-

ships, hundred, manors, parishes and the borough. The focus 

will not be entirely on the medieval period. The efforts of 

entrepreneurs and landowners to alter or reform (the most apt 

description depends on oneôs point of view) the medieval 

inheritance, starting from 1806, and the considerable efforts 

of the Borough Council to alter the economic profile in the 

twentieth century, will also be covered, time permitting.  
 

Tuesday 19th October 2010:    

Sir Henry Elwes, HM Lord Lieutenant ï The Lord   

Lieutenancy of Gloucestershire, Past and Present 

Sir Henry Elwes will talk about the history of  the office of 

Lord Lieutenant including its connection with the Military 

and its connection with the much older office of Custos   

Rotulorum (Keeper  of  the  Rolls).   The  talk  will  bring  

the subject up to the  present  day,  including  the method  of  

selection and appointment by The Queen and some current 

experiences in office. 

Tuesday 16th November 2010: 

Mr David Elder ï Cheltenham on the page 

At last yearôs Cheltenham Literature Festival David 

Elder presented Down Cheltenham Way, an anthology 

of writing about the town from the Domesday Book to 

the present day, which was published with a small print 

run by the Cyder Press at the University of Gloucester-

shire.  In this illustrated talk he picks out some of the 

key themes and authors which have helped to shape 

Cheltenhamôs identity and image on the written page, as 

well  as  some  material  of   particular  interest  to  local  

historians.  

Tuesday 21st December 2010:   

Mrs Sue Rowbotham ï Commemorative Plaques of 

Cheltenham: Celebrating People, Places and Events 
In 2009 CLHS member Sue Rowbotham published 

Commemorative Plaques of Cheltenham, co-written by 

herself and the late Peter Smith. She will describe the 

history of commemorative plaques and then go on to 

tell the stories behind some of the blue and green 

plaques affixed by the Civic Society since 1982 and a 

number of other earlier plaques. These plaques cele-

brate notable people and events associated with the 

town, and throw light on Cheltenhamôs broader history. 

It is hoped that both residents and visitors will find 

something to capture their interest and imagination, and 

will see the town in a fresh light, through the plaques 

and the stories that they tell. 
 

Tuesday 18th January 2011:   

Research and Display Evening 
 

Tuesday 15th February 2011:    

Mr Alec Hamilton - Samuel Daukes and Prince   

Albert ï a Cheltenham Architect in Royal Trouble 

Samuel Whitfield Daukes (1811-1880) started humbly 

as an architect in Gloucester, loomed large in Chelten-

ham, and finally over-reached himself in London. He 

ought to be a bit more famous than he is ï after all, he 

built Lypiatt Terrace, Francis Close Hall, the Royal 

Agricultural College at Cirencester, and fashionable 

churches in Hampstead and Londonôs West End. But he 

had a nose for trouble. He built one church for Francis 

Close ï and another for Closeôs opponents. He fell out 

with the mighty Dean over drains. He built Englandôs 

biggest asylum ï but trouble with the foundations led to 

a court case. He upset the Freemasons, and insulted 

Prince Albert. Nonetheless, his buildings have energy, 

wit and appeal. Alec Hamilton, whose article on Daukes 

in CLHS Journal 25 won the Bryan Jerrard Local His-

tory Award in 2009, brings this intriguing scapegrace 

character to life. 
 

Tuesday 15th March 2011:   

Mr John HeathcottðAncient Woodlands of 

Gloucestershire 

The talk will give some background on the Woodland 

Trust and focus on Ancient Woodland.  It will discuss 

the history of woodland in this country, how you can 

identify it as ancient and its importance as a wildlife 

habitat.  The  locations  of  Ancient  Woodland  sites  in  

Gloucestershire  and  their  particular  attributes  will be  

Chairmanôs Message 
Recently a leading academic, Niall Ferguson, launched a 

campaign to tackle the crisis of childrenôs ignorance of 

history. He is quoted as saying ñIf you are a teenager in 

this country, history is Henry VIII, Adolf Hitler and 

Martin Luther King. Sometimes pupils do not know the 

order in which they took to the world stage.ò Last year I 

asked you to be a missionary for history and I would like 

to repeat this. Itôs not just children. Itôs amazing how 

little people know about their own town, even when they 

have lived here for years. If you get the chance, why not 

mention when passing a point of interest in the town 

ñDid you know thaté..?ò. Encourage people to make 

use of Heritage Open Days Thursday 9th ï Sunday 12th  

September (see www.heritageopendays.org.uk) to enter 

places of historical interest not usually open to the pub-

lic. If you donôt feel up to guiding people around town 

yourself, you could always tell them about the walking 

tours of Regency Cheltenham every Saturday until 30th 

October, departing from outside the Tourist Office at 

11.30 am. They can book there in advance or pay the 

guide on the day. 
Sue Newton  



3  

July   2010                                                                                                                                                                                                  Cheltenham LHS                                                   

identified. If there is time, the talk will also discuss veteran 

trees and how you can help in the nationwide effort to   

record them.   
 

Tuesday 26th April 2011:   

AGM  followed by Mr Eric Miller - Serendipity  

Over the years, Eric has been struck by the way in which 

his research has been helped by serendipity ï happy acci-

dental finds that  provide leads and make connections, as if 

an óunseen handô had been at work. He will illustrate his 

point  with   examples   resulting   from  chance   meetings,  

casual remarks and things glimpsed out of the corner of the 

eye. Though centred on Cheltenham, the topics span the 

globe.  
 

 

MORNING LECTURES 2010 -2011 
Morning lectures will take place at St. Lukeôs Hall, St. 

Lukeôs Place, Cheltenham. A donation of Ã1.00 from all 

attending  these lectures is appreciated.  Tea/coffee and 

biscuits are served (no charge) from 10.00 am. Lectures 

start at 10.30 am. All welcome. Parking at the Hall is for 

disabled only ï please contact Sue Newton (01242 243049) 

beforehand if you wish to reserve a space. 
 

Wednesday 27th October 2010: 

Dr Carrie Howse ï Rural District Nursing in  

Gloucestershire 1880-1925 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Few people have heard of Elizabeth Malleson (1828-1916), 

founder of the Rural Nursing Association, or realise the 

importance of  Gloucestershire as  the  place where her 

national system of rural district nursing began. This talk 

describes the development of district nursing in rural 

Gloucestershire from the 1880s, when Elizabeth Malleson 

moved to the area from London. The establishment of her 

local charity and its expansion into a national scheme is 

traced to its affiliation and eventual amalgamation with 

Queen Victoria's Jubilee Institute for Nurses, the organis-

ation from which today's system of district nursing has 

evolved. The subsequent progress of the work in Glouces-

tershire is then followed through the lives of and relation-

ships between three tiers of local society: the middle and 

upper class ladies who devoted years of their lives to the 

administration and management of the rural district nursing 

system, entirely on a voluntary basis; the specially trained 

nurses who delivered the care; and the poor patients who 

benefited from it.  
 

Tuesday 12th April 2011: 

Dr Steven Blake ï In the Footsteps of George Rowe: 

Travels in the Australian Goldfields 1852-9 and 2010 

In 1852 the Cheltenham artist and topographical print-

maker, George Rowe (1796-1864), having got into finan-

cial difficulties, ran away to the recently-discovered gold-

fields of Victoria. Failing as a ógold diggerô, Rowe soon 

FOR  YOUR  DIARY  

turned back to óhis own professionô, and made a living 

painting flags and shop signs, as well as portraits of the 

ódiggersô and views of the goldfields for them to send back 

home. After his return to England in 1859 Rowe painted a 

series of large watercolours of Australia, which won him a 

gold medal at the 1862 London International Exhibition. 

In May 2010 Steven Blake, who organised an exhibition of 

Roweôs work at Cheltenham Art Gallery & Museum in 

1982, travelled to Australia to follow in George Roweôs 

footsteps ï seeing his original watercolours, most of which 

are now in Australian libraries and galleries, and visiting 

the places in which Rowe lived and worked. This talk will 

consider Roweôs Australian years, including his artistic 

output,  and  will  investigate  just what remains of the 

Australia that Rowe would have known. 

 

 

 
 

Leckhampton Local History Society 

www.llhs.org.uk 

Meetings are held at St Philipôs & St Jamesô Church 

House,  Painswick Road, Cheltenham at 8.00pm. 

Thursday 16th September: 

Jean JefferiesðCheese Rolling in Gloucestershire 

Thursday 18th November: 

Christine SealðDomestic Servants 

Thursday 16th December: 

John PetersðThe Tetbury Boyhood of F Peters (1890-

1940) 
 

Charlton Kings Local History Society  

Meetings take place in the Baptist Church, Church Street, 

Charlton Kings, starting at 7.30 pm. Guests  welcome, £2. 

Tuesday 28th September: 

Mr Dave Waltonï Gimson and the Barnsleys: the Arts 

and Crafts Movement in Gloucestershire 

Tuesday 26th October:  

Mr Geoff North ðCheltenhamôs Voluntary Aid  

Hospitals 1914-19 

Tuesday 23rd November: 

Mr John Greene, Gloucester Ciné and Video Clubð

Archived Gloucestershire 
 

Swindon Village Local History Society 

Talks start at 7.45 pm at Swindon Village Hall. 

Non-members pay £1.00. 

Wednesday 15th September: 

Dr Nicholas HerbertðMedieval Towns in  

Gloucestershire 

Wednesday 20th October: 

David Crampï The Wildlife in Your Garden  

Wednesday 17th November: 

Carolyn GreetðA Walk around Cheltenham 200 years 

Ago 
 

Holst Birthplace Museum 

www.holstmuseum.org.uk   4 Clarence Road, Cheltenham. 

Friday 3rd September 1.00-2.00  pm at Pittville Campus, 

Albert Road:  

Lunchtime Lecture by Martin Myrone , Curator of 18th & 

19th Century British Art, Tate BritainðTheodor von 

Holst, his Art and the Pre-Raphaelites 

Tickets £5 from the Museum or on the door. 


